
 
 

REMINDER NEXT CONFERENCE IS AUGUST 19TH – 20TH BEST WESTERN PLUS KELLY 
INN ST. CLOUD Best Western Plus Kelly Inn| Hotel Rooms Or by Phone at 320-235-0606 

Annual Business Meeting & Conference 
Willmar Conference Center 

240 23rd Street SE Willmar, MN 56201 
March 18-19th, 2026 

 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18TH, 2026: Willmar Beast Western Plus Reserve Hotel Accommodations 

5:00 – 7:00 pm Drainage Connection Clinic – Hands on display & discussion about 
different tile connection styles, pros & cons, cost analysis, & hydraulics 
- Sponsored by Field Flow Solutions, Ground Works Backhoe 
Service, Gustafson Drainage, Leland Drainage, Manske LLC, 
Drainage Supplies & Prinsco Inc. 

 Networking Opportunity & Round Table Discussion –  
Hor d ‘oeuvres & beverages - Sponsored by ISG 

THURSDAY, MARCH 19TH, 2026: Willmar Beast Western Plus Reserve Hotel Accommodations 

8:00 – 9:00 am Registration ($50 Conference Fee) & Breakfast - Sponsored by 
Houston Engineering 

9:00 – 9:30 am Business Meeting: 
 Meeting Minute Approvals (3-6-25 & 9-11-25) 

Election of Positions - Secretary & 2 At-Large Members 
Treasurer’s Report 
New Logo 
Fund Balance – ArcPro training online, hydrology training, hats/shirts 

 Teams Platform 
 2026 Board Meetings 9am – June 17th, August 20th Conference, 

November 18th  

9:30 – 10:30 am Petitioners’ Attorney Prospective on Public Drainage Projects & 
Private Drainage Laws - Dean Zimmerli, Gislason & Hunter LLP 

 Learn what role the Petitioners’ Attorney plays in Public Drainage 
Projects & what to be aware of on petitioned projects (bonds, tracking). 
Learn a bit of basics about private drainage laws as well!  

10:30 – 10:45 am Break 

10:45 – 11:45 am  Viewing for Improvements – Scott Henderson, H2Over Viewers LLC 
Learn how increased benefits, road authority benefits, & easement 
establishment costs are determined during Public Drainage Projects & 
what the numbers mean once you get the final spreadsheet.  

11:45 am  – 12:45 pm Lunch - Sponsored by Moore Engineering  

https://www.bestwestern.com/en_US/book/hotel-rooms.24113.html?groupId=H40JV8W5
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12:45 – 1:15 pm  Public Water Inventory Update – Randall Doneen, DNR 

Learn how the PWI update is going, staff hired, & what areas are next 
for updates. 

  1:15 – 1:45 pm  Drainage Work Group & BWSR Update – Tom Gile, BWSR  
Learn what the Drainage Work Group has been working on & proposed 
legislation. 

 1:45 – 2:00 pm  Break & Snacks - Sponsored by Bolton & Menk Inc. 

 2:00 – 2:20 pm  Roadmap Ahead for DrainageDB – Chris Otterness, HEI 
Learn upcoming ideas & updates happening with DrainageDB to make 
workload more efficient! 

 2:20 – 3:30 pm  Public Drainage Projects Journey in Recent Controversial Waters - 
     Panel: Chuck Brandel, ISG, Rinke Noonan, County Staff 

Highlight of projects within recent years that have had challenges, 
project scope, issues that arose, mitigation, project status. Learn 
details about recent challenges & gain prospective of project risk – 
when controversary might arise, what obstacles need to be overcome, 
what are general concerns & what are project killers, proactive items to 
consider, & mitigation ideas.  

A huge THANK YOU to all the speakers & sponsors that help with the 
conference.  You make it effective & affordable.  We greatly appreciate your 

expertise, time, & commitment to Public Drainage! 

https://www.bestwestern.com/en_US/book/hotel-rooms.24113.html?groupId=H40JV8W5

